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humic variety. Graphites, which are possibly
derived from vegetable matter as the ultimate result
of coal metamorphism, occur in the still older rocks
of the pre-Cambrian series in Canada.

The Carboniferous strata are particularly rich in
coal beds. These occur in Scotland, England, Wales,
France, Germany, India, Australia, South Africa,
the United States, Brazil, Chili, the Argentine, and
other countries.

Permian coals are important in Central France,
Saxony, and Bohemia; Triassic coals in Japan; and
Jurassic coals occur in different parts of Britain,
Hungary, Russia, and Japan.

Cretaceous strata in the Rocky Mountains region
and in Alaska contain coal of the lignite variety.

Tertiary deposits of lignites or brown coals are
present in the United States, Germany, Hungary,
Russia, and Japan, and at Bovey Tracey in Devon-
shire.

So many industries are dependent on coal as a
source of energy and upon its by-products as raw
materials in important manufactures, that the pros-
perity or otherwise of many countries is conditioned
largely by the presence or absence of easily attainable
and workable coal supplies of good quality. Although
coal is so widely distributed, and coal deposits extend
to large areas, yet the world's usage of coal, if
continued at the present rate, must within a calculable
period of time lead to exhaustion of the easily
available supplies, and already many schemes for its
conservation and the ensuring of its being used to
the maximum advantage have been formulated.